
The Paramount’s original Mighty Wurlitzer has come home at last! 

Excerpt from The Oakland Paramount book written by Susannah Harris Stone - “The Paramount’s
original organ was the 17th and last of a series of organs by Wurlitzer for the Paramount Publix theaters;
a four-manual, twenty-tank model called the Publix I (Opus 2164), which cost $20,000 in 1931. It had a
rippled-edged ‘waterfall’ console which was Wurlitzer’s standard design for Art Deco theaters and which
must have seemed particularly appropriate for the Paramount. This organ enjoyed a brief period of glory;
but the theater closed in 1932, and reopened in relatively Spartan conditions 11 months later, and after
that the Wurlitzer was only used intermittently. In the early 1960's it was sold and put in storage, and
after 10 more years it was bought by a Los Altos, California restaurant, Ken’s Melody inn. Another 10 years
went by and the old Publix I (Opus 2164) was sold again to the Paramount Music Palace restaurant in
Indianapolis, where dedicated owners created an environment filled with memorabilia describing and
depicting its original house.”
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“When the restoration of the Paramount got underway, word was circulated among organ buffs that the
theater was in need of an authentic move palace organ. A Los Angeles collector, J.B. Nethercutt, notified
the Paramount’s administrators that he had the very thing: the first Publix I (Opus 1123), which had
started its career in Detroit’s Capitol Theatre, and from there to a skating rink and eventually into a
collector’s warehouse. It arrived at the Paramount in 1974.” The donated organ was incomplete and
required a lot of work. After 7 years it was restored and upgraded, to about the level of a Publix IX (the
model installed in the Brooklyn Paramount and Boston Metropolitan theaters) with 27 ranks of pipes and
213 stop keys. Its percussion division boasts a real vibraharp, piano, marimba harp and xylophone, and
includes 10 tuned percussions in all. The Opus 1123 made its debut in November 1981 and was an
integral part of the theater’s return to its historic state.” It served the theatre for 38 wonderful years.

Fast forward to 2019. After a long absence, the original Opus 2164 returned to the Paramount in
October 2019. It has travelled far in its 50+ year absence. The Paramount Music Palace in
Indianapolis, Indiana closed in 1995 and while there the console was repainted to ebony with gold,
copper, and silver leaf Art Deco highlights. Then it was acquired by the Roaring 20’s Pizza & Pipes in
Ellenton, Florida where it was played between 1999-2010 until the restaurant closed in June 2010.
The Opus 2164 was sitting in storage for several years but after a lot of work to renovate,
reconfigure and rewire the console, it is now working and ready for future use. We are thrilled to
have it back and share it with fellow organ enthusiasts. Thank you to all involved in returning this
beautiful instrument back to its original home.

The Mighty Wurlitzer at Roaring 20's Pizza & Pipes, Ellenton, FL



The Mighty Wurlitzer before renovation.

The Mighty Wurlitzer arrives from renovation.
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