
I confess that I'm not particularly an Elvis fan, so I look at the hysteria which
overtook his many followers with both amusement and bewilderment. Could
be that I'm just slightly too young to have caught the Elvis bug. Here is an
Elvis incident at the Oakland Paramount which I thought I'd share.

"Never having met Elvis personally, this reviewer cannot say whether he is acting
a part when he appears on screen or merely projecting his own personality.”,
Oakland Tribune Dreams editor Theresa Loeb Cone wrote in the newspaper
on Saturday, November 2, 1957. "Be that as it may, in the three movies which
have starred the lad of tossed hips and rocky thighs, Presley has invariably
revealed the same basic characteristics: sullenness, rudeness, boorishness, etc.,
broken up now and then with some supposedly mitigating toothsome smiles."
Ms. Cone continued: "JAILHOUSE ROCK, the third of Presley's pictures, opened
yesterday at the Paramount and because I caught the late afternoon show which
evidently wasn't attended by teenagers, no customary squeals and shouts were
heard to obscure the guitarist's contribution to local entertainment." From there,
the review wasn't kind.

JAILHOUSE ROCK opened at the Paramount on Friday, November 1, 1957.
The film had its premiere in Memphis on October 17 and was released on
October 27. The nationwide release was November 8, one week after it
started showing on the Paramount screen. The film was held over for a few
extra days, playing just short of two weeks.

Just days prior to the film opening at the Paramount, on Sunday, October 27,
Elvis had appeared live in Oakland, at the Municipal Auditorium Arena, to an
estimated 7,000 screaming and often fainting teenagers. He had sung 14
songs in 30 minutes, with other acts filling in the remaining 110 minutes.

"ELVIS FILM SPARKS RIOT OF JUVENILES" was a small headline published in
the Tribune, about the disturbance at the Paramount, which had occurred on
Sunday, November 3.

"Oakland's Paramount Theatre closed down for an hour yesterday, as police
responding to a riot call, quelled a disturbance which followed a showing of
"Jailhouse Rock", the new Elvis Presley movie. Some 1,000 youths milled around
the theatre, several fistfights broke out and one youth took a swing at a special
police officer."
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$1,000 DAMAGE

Five youths were arrested at the theatre, but three of them were later released.

Police estimated that $1,000 damage was done to the Paramount building, but
theatre officials minimized the affair. Sgt. Leigh Hooper reported that order was
restored quickly after some 18 police officers arrived at the theatre. The showing
of "Copper Sky", the theatre's second feature, was held up for an hour while the
management refunded money to more than 500 youngsters who panicked when
the scattered fights broke out, Hooper said. 

According to Hooper, the trouble started shortly after 6 PM, when the "Jailhouse
Rock" showing ended. The theatre lights went on to allow the audience to leave.
The five boys taken into custody reportedly grabbed several girls as they walked
up the aisle. The fistfights followed.

TWO STILL HELD

One of the youths still held, a 15-year-old, has been booked for disturbing the
peace and resisting arrest. The other, 16, is held for disturbing the peace.

Herman Kerskin of 6394 Brookside Avenue, the theatre manager, said police were
called to clear the lobby of a number of juveniles who refused to leave. "They just
stood around and made noise. There was no trouble in the audience." He said
that two sand urns overturned in the theatre lobby, but said "This often happens
when we have packed houses.".

In addition to showing JAILHOUSE ROCK, there were two Elvis-related talent
contests on the Paramount stage, to capture the youthful enthusiasm which
followed him everywhere. The first was held almost exactly one year before
the riot, the "Elvis Presley Song Contest, which was held on November 9,
1956. The second contest, "The Pat Boone, Elvis Presley Song Contest", was
held on February 13, 1959. That show was co-hosted by a local radio station,
with first prize being a recording session.
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